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Department’s Response to Comments Provided During Public Meeting

	On May 29, 2015, the Department published a notice in the D.C. Register for a public outreach meeting on June 30, 2015, at Department headquarters. The meeting allowed concerned residents to provide additional feedback on the Department’s first proposed rulemaking regarding the licensure and certification of mold assessment and remediation professionals. The meeting provided an opportunity for interested parties to comment on the proposed regulations in an informal setting. The meeting started at approximately 5:00 pm and ended at 5:15 pm. This document discusses the comments provided during the public meeting and the Department’s official response to the comments.

Comments: 	A commenter submitted mold assessment reports conducted since the Air Quality Amendment Act of 2014 went into effect. While the reports do not prove causation, most of the reports note less than 25 square feet of mold were found during assessment, yet the children living in the dwelling where the assessment was conducted were still demonstrating significant health impacts. Landlords were willing to have professional remediation performed when they saw the scope of the problem. Both clean and non-clean (i.e. sewage) water events caused the mold issues. One report demonstrated mold coming into the dwelling via the HVAC system (where a square footage could not be determined). Multiple commenters urged lowering the mold threshold, above which a licensed professional is required to assess and remediate indoor mold growth at residential property (pending any exceptions), and one commenter desired expanding the definition of visible.
Response:	The Department is statutorily obligated to set a threshold level of indoor mold contamination that requires professional indoor mold remediation. This level must be established consistent with applicable EPA and OSHA guidelines and regulations relating to the assessment and remediation of mold. While the first proposed rulemaking threshold of 25 square feet is consistent with these standards, EPA guidance suggests a professional work on jobs 10 sq. ft. or larger. In light of this, and that a purpose of the statute was to improve the health outcomes for tenants in residential areas, in the second proposed rulemaking, the Department has lowered the proposed threshold from 25 square feet to 10 square feet. Regarding the comment and the comments received during the public notice and comment process on expanding the term “visible,” in the second proposed rulemaking, the term has been redefined to read “capable of being seen with the naked eye, either by a lay person following the guidelines in section 3206 in this Chapter, or by an indoor mold assessment professional following best industry practices.”
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